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God Created the World
Scripture Focus: Genesis 1:1–5

Get Ready! (10 minutes)
 Pray the prayer on page 1 of the chapter 1  

activity booklet.
 Invite your child to brainstorm some favorite 

things in nature. Ask your child who created 
all of these wonderful things. (God)

 Tell your child that this lesson explores all the 
wonderful things God has made, which we 
call God’s creation.

Dive In! (20 minutes)
 Read the Scripture on page 21 of The 

 Catholic Children’s Bible (Genesis 1:1–5).
 Ask your child these questions:

• What did God create on this first day? 
(light)

• What did God call the light? (day)
• What did God call the darkness? (night)

 Read the Understand It! and Live It! sections 
on page 1 of the chapter 1 activity booklet. 
Invite your child to retell the Scripture passage 
in his or her own words.

 Invite your child to complete the activity on 
page 2 of the chapter 1 activity booklet.

Discover! (20 minutes)
 Read with your child the article “Respecting 

God’s Creation” on the second page of this 
home guide chapter. Review the key words. 
Use the review questions to check your child’s 
understanding.

 Invite your child to complete the activity on 
page 3 of the chapter 1 activity booklet.  
Answers: All three pictures show ways to care for 
God’s creation.

Go! (10 minutes)
 Invite your child to share one thing he or 

she learned from today’s lesson.
 Choose one of the Family Activities on  

page 4 of the chapter 1 activity booklet  
to complete together during the next week.

 Ask your child to find the sticker sheet and 
the Seek and Find sheet in the folder. Tell  
your child to place the chapter 1 sticker in the 
correct location on the Seek and Find sheet.

 Conclude by praying the prayer on page 4 
of the chapter 1 activity booklet.

Lesson Goals
• to recall that God created all things
• to identify that God created everything 

out of love
• to state that it is important that we respect 

all of God’s creation

Parent Preview
• Review the Scripture on page 21 of The 

 Catholic Children’s Bible (Genesis 1:1–5).
• Read the Background Reflection on page 4  

of the chapter 1 activity booklet.
• Review this home guide chapter.
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Key Words
creation  All the things God has made.
respect  To care for, treat well, or honor.

Review
1. Who made the water, land, animals, and people?
2. Why did he make everything?
3. Why must we respect God’s creation?

Turn this page upside down to check your answers!

Have you drawn a picture to give someone? Has 
anyone made a present for you? Why do we make 
special things to share with one another? When we 
make something to give someone, we show them our 
love. Love means caring for and caring about one 
another.

The Book of Genesis—the very first book in the 
Bible—tells us about the special things God made 
out of love. Genesis tells us that God made light and 
darkness, sky and water, land and plants, sun and 
moon, birds and fish, and people and all the animals 
on the land. All creation is God’s gift of love. All 
these wonderful things are how God shows his love 
and care for us.

This is why we must respect, or care for, all 
of God’s creation. How would you feel if someone 
damaged a gift you made for them? Would you be 
hurt? Just so, we must take care of the gifts God made 
for us. We must take care of our planet and one 
another. 

When we take care of everything God has made, 
we show him how important his gifts are to us. We 
thank God when we respect his creation, and we 
show our love for God himself. 

We Know and Live Our Faith
The following article and activity in the We Know and 
Live Our Faith resource correspond to the concepts 
introduced in this lesson:
• “God Made You and Loves You” + activity,  

pages 6–7
If you have additional time, read the selection together, 
and invite your child to complete the activity.

Respecting God’s Creation
Answers: 1. God. 2. God made everything out of love for 
us. 3. We respect God’s creation to thank him and to show 
our love for him. 
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We Celebrate God’s Love
Scripture Focus: Romans 8:35, 37–39

Get Ready! (10 minutes)

 Pray the prayer on page 1 of the chapter 2 
activity booklet.

 Invite your child to think of things or people 
he or she loves. Ask your child:

• Will you love any of these things forever? 
How do you know?

 Tell your child that together you will think 
about God’s never-ending love for us and talk 
about the ways we celebrate his love.

Dive In! (20 minutes)

 Read the Featured Story on page 1780  
of The Catholic Children’s Bible  
(Romans 8:35, 37–39).

 Ask your child these questions:

• What can separate us from God’s love? 
(nothing)

• Who brings us the love of God? (Jesus)

 Read the Understand It!, Live It!, and Tell 
It! sections on page 1781 of The Catholic 
 Children’s Bible.

 Invite your child to complete the puzzle  
on page 2 of the chapter 2 activity booklet. 
Answer: See solution on the third page of this 
home guide chapter.

Discover! (20 minutes)

 Read with your child the article “Showing 
God’s Love” on the second page of this  
home guide chapter. Review the key words. 
Use the review questions to check your  
child’s understanding.

 Invite your child to complete the activity 
on page 3 of the chapter 2 activity booklet. 
 Answers will vary.

Go! (10 minutes)

 Invite your child to share one thing she or 
he learned from today’s lesson.

 Choose one of the Family Activities on  
page 4 of the chapter 2 activity booklet  
to complete together during the next week.

 Ask your child to find the sticker sheet and 
the Seek and Find sheet in the folder. Tell 
your child to place the chapter 2 sticker in the 
correct location on the Seek and Find sheet.

 Conclude by praying the prayer on page 4 
of the chapter 2 activity booklet.

Lesson Goals
• to identify that nothing can separate us from 

God’s love

• to explain that Jesus shows us God’s love

• to name how we celebrate God’s love as  
a parish community

Parent Preview
• Review the Featured Story on page 1780 of 

The Catholic Children’s Bible (Romans 8:35, 
37–39).

• Read the Background Reflection on page 4 
 of the chapter 2 activity booklet.

• Review this home guide chapter.

Grade 1 Home Guide, page 9
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Key Words

parish  A group of people who gather to 
celebrate or remember God’s love.

reveal  To show, or tell about.

separate  To split, or come between.

Review

1. How did Jesus show us God’s love?

2. What is a parish?

3. How do we celebrate God’s love together as a   
 parish family?

Turn this page upside down to check your answers!

We show our love for family and friends in many 
different ways. Maybe you play with your brother or 
sister, even when you don’t feel like it. Maybe you 
help your parents in the kitchen. You might sit by a 
friend who feels sad.

God sent Jesus, his only Son, to show God’s 
love for us. Jesus showed, or revealed, God’s love 
through his words and actions during his life on 
Earth. The Bible tells us that Jesus healed people 
who were sick. He sat with people who felt alone. 
He gave food to people who were hungry. Jesus 
showed us that nothing can separate us from God’s 
love. Even now, Jesus is with us. Jesus watches over 
us with love.

Just as we show our love by being kind to our 
family and friends, our parish celebrates God’s love 
at Mass. Our parish is our church family, where we 
sing and pray together. Our songs and prayers help 
us remember God’s love. At Mass, we receive his 
love through the Bible readings and the Eucharist, as 
well as through the priest and the people present with 
us. Together we celebrate God’s love for us. 

In our family and our parish, we take care of 
one another in happy times and sad times. We also 
celebrate God’s love by being kind to one another 
because we know that God loves each person—and 
we should too. When we know how much God loves 
us, we want to share his love with others!

We Know and Live Our Faith

The following articles in the We Know and Live Our 
Faith resource correspond to the concepts introduced 
in this lesson:

• “Jesus Saves People from Their Sins,” page 14

• “Sunday,” page 20

If you have additional time, read the selections 
together, and ask some questions to check your 
child’s understanding.

Showing God’s Love

Answers: 1. Through his words and actions. 2. Our 
church family; a gathering of people who remember and 
celebrate God’s love. 3. Going to Mass, singing and 
praying together, and being kind to one another.

Grade 1 Home Guide, page 10
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Answer Key

Start

Finish
life

pain

trouble

hunger

death

poverty

danger
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We Share God’s Love with Others
Scripture Focus: Romans 12:6–8

Get Ready! (10 minutes)

 Pray the prayer on page 1 of the chapter 3 
activity booklet.

 Invite your child to brainstorm all the things 
he or she is good at.

 Tell your child that today’s lesson teaches us that 
the gifts we have been given are more than just 
talents (playing football or dancing); they are 
God-given abilities to serve God and others.

Dive In! (20 minutes)

 Read the Featured Story on page 1788 of  
The Catholic Children’s Bible (Romans 12:6–8).

 Ask your child these questions:

• What does the Scripture story say we should 
do with the gifts God has given us? (We should 
use them.)

• How should we share with others? (generously)

• How should we show kindness to others? 
(cheerfully)

 Read the Understand It!, Live It!, and Tell 
It! sections on page 1789 of The Catholic 
 Children’s Bible.

 Invite your child to complete the activity 
on page 2 of the chapter 3 activity booklet.  
Answers will vary.

Discover! (20 minutes)

 Read with your child the article “Sharing the 
Gifts Inside You” on the second page of this 
home guide chapter. Review the key words. 
Use the review questions to check your child’s 
understanding.

 Invite your child to complete the activity 
on page 3 of the chapter 3 activity booklet. 
 Answer: WE ARE THE CHURCH!

Go! (10 minutes)

 Invite your child to share one thing she or 
he learned from today’s lesson.

 Choose one of the Family Activities on  
page 4 of the chapter 3 activity booklet  
to complete together during the next week.

 Ask your child to find the sticker sheet and 
the Seek and Find sheet in the folder. Tell  
your child to place the chapter 3 sticker in the 
correct location on the Seek and Find sheet.

 Conclude by praying the prayer on page 4 
of the chapter 3 activity booklet.

Lesson Goals
• to summarize that we all have different gifts

• to indicate that we are called to share our 
gifts with others

• to identify that we help the Church by sharing 
our gifts

Parent Preview
• Review the Featured Story on page 1788 of 

The Catholic Children’s Bible (Romans 12:6–8).

• Read the Background Reflection on page 4 of 
the chapter 3 activity booklet.

• Review this home guide chapter.

 Discover!
Finding  Faith in Life
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Key Words

abilities  The talent, power, or knowledge 
to do certain things.

Church  The name we give to the followers 
of Jesus who worship and serve God together.

unique  One of a kind; like nothing else.

Review

1.  What is another name for the followers of Jesus 
who worship and serve God together?

2. Why does God give each of us unique gifts?

3. What happens when we use our gifts?

Turn this page upside down to check your answers!

When we think about talents, we might only think 
about singing, drawing, or playing sports. But God 
gives us other talents. Some people are great at 
welcoming new people. Some people always know 
what to say to help someone who feels sad. Maybe 
your parents are good cooks. Maybe a friend speaks 
another language well.

When God made you, he gave you unique gifts. 
These are not gifts like toys or things you make to 
give away. These are abilities that you always carry 
inside you. You can use these gifts throughout your 
life to help others who might not have the same gifts. 
And they will be do the same thing—use their gifts so 
they can share them with you. 

God gives us these abilities so we can serve him 
and others, including others in our Church. He wants 
us to use our talents to serve him and others and to 
make the Church stronger. When we use our gifts, we 
help people know and love God, who gave us these 
gifts. Because each of us has unique gifts, each of us 
is important to the Church, just as the body needs all 
its unique parts to work the way it’s  supposed to.

What gifts are inside you? As you grow older, 
you will understand and develop your gifts more and 
more. You will learn how to use your gifts to serve 
and love God, and to help people know and love him 
too!

We Know and Live Our Faith

The following article in the We Know and Live Our 
Faith resource corresponds to the concepts introduced 
in this lesson:

• “Jesus Teaches Us to Love,” page 36

If you have additional time, read the selection  
together, and ask some questions to check your 
child’s understanding.

Sharing the Gifts Inside You

Answers: 1. Church. 2. To serve him and others, especially 
the Church. 3. We help people know and love God, who 
gave us these gifts.
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We Care for God’s Creatures
Scripture Focus: Genesis 1:26–31

Get Ready! (10 minutes)

 Pray the prayer on page 1 of the chapter 4 
activity booklet.

 Invite your child to take turns with you to 
think of as many different animals as you can 
in 3 minutes.

 Tell your child that today’s lesson explores 
how God made all creatures and why we 
must care for them.

Dive In! (20 minutes)

 Read the Featured Story on page 22 of The 
Catholic Children’s Bible (Genesis 1:26–31).

 Ask your child these questions:

• Whom did God put in charge of the fish, 
the birds, and all the wild animals? (human 
beings)

• Did God provide food for the animals as 
well as people? (yes)

• How did God feel about all the creatures 
he had made? (pleased)

 Read the Understand It!, Live It!, and Tell It! 
sections on page 23 of The Catholic 
Children’s Bible.

 Invite your child to complete the puzzle on 
page 2 of the chapter 4 activity booklet. 
Answer: See solution on the third page of this 
home guide chapter.

Discover! (20 minutes)

 Read with your child the article “Caring for 
God’s Creatures” on the second page of this 
home guide chapter. Review the key word. 
Use the review questions to check your child’s 
understanding.

 Invite your child to complete the activity 
on page 3 of the chapter 4 activity booklet. 
 Answers will vary.

Go! (10 minutes)

 Invite your child to share one thing he or she 
learned from today’s lesson.

 Choose one of the Family Activities on  
page 4 of the chapter 4 activity booklet  
to complete together during the next week.

 Ask your child to find the sticker sheet and 
the Seek and Find sheet in the folder. Tell 
your child to place the chapter 4 sticker in the 
 correct location on the Seek and Find sheet.

 Conclude by praying the prayer on page 4 
of the chapter 4 activity booklet.

Lesson Goals
• to recall that God created all creatures

• to state the different ways that creatures help us 

• to identify that we must care for and respect all 
creatures 

Parent Preview
• Review the Featured Story on page 22 of The 

Catholic Children’s Bible (Genesis 1:26–31).

• Read the Background Reflection on page 4 
of the chapter 4 activity booklet.

• Review this home guide chapter.

 Discover!
Finding  Faith in Life

 Discover!
Finding  Faith in Life
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Key Word

creature  An animal of the Earth, sea, or 
sky, created by God.

Review

1. Who created the creatures and gave them the gift  
 of life?

2. Why did God create all the animals?

3. How are we supposed to treat animals?

Turn this page upside down to check your answers!

What is the strangest animal you can think of? What 
is your favorite pet? What creature do you find 
 annoying—or even scary? From the pesky mosquito 
to the peaceful goldfish to the long-necked giraffe, 
God created every animal that lives on the Earth, in 
the sea, and in the sky.

We must respect all creatures because God  
created them. He gave every kind of animal to us 
to help us, but every animal belongs to him. All his 
different  creatures remind us that he is amazingly 
creative!

How do God’s creatures help us? Some animals 
provide us with food: meat, milk, even honey. Some 

animals help us do hard things. Other animals protect 
us from harm, and some animals are especially good 
at sharing love. Sometimes we can’t see how an 
 animal can help us. But God asks us to take care of 
them even when we don’t understand them.

Respect for God’s creation means we must treat 
his creatures with respect and kindness. We should 
never hurt, tease, or scare an animal on purpose. We 
can capture spiders and take them outside. Every day 
we must give our pets and farm animals food, water, 
and warm places to sleep.

God gives every creature the gift of life. We 
respect this gift by taking care of his creations.

We Know and Live Our Faith

The following article and activity in the We Know and 
Live Our Faith resource correspond to the concepts 
introduced in this lesson:

• “God Made You and Loves You” + activity,  
pages 6–7

If you have additional time, read the selections 
 together, and invite your child to complete the activity.

Caring for God’s Creatures

Answers: 1. God. 2. To help us. 3. With respect  
and  kindness.
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We Pray to God
Scripture Focus: Colossians 3:15–17

Get Ready! (10 minutes)

 Pray the prayer on page 1 of the chapter 5 
activity booklet.

 Brainstorm with your child different things 
you are thankful for. 

 Tell your child that together you will learn 
about talking to God, listening to him, and 
thanking him.

Dive In! (20 minutes)

 Read the Featured Story on page 1866  
of The Catholic Children’s Bible  
(Colossians 3:15–17).

 Ask your child these questions:

• What does Christ give to us to help guide 
us in our decisions? (peace)

• What should we have in our hearts when 
we sing to God? (thanksgiving)

• Everything we do or say should be done in 
whose name? (Jesus’ name)

 Read the Understand It!, Live It!, and Tell 
It! sections on page 1867 of The Catholic 
 Children’s Bible.

 Invite your child to complete the activity 
on page 2 of the chapter 5 activity booklet. 
 Answers: sad, mad, alone, upset (crossed out)

Discover! (20 minutes)

 Read with your child the article “Thank You, 
God!” on the second page of this home guide 
chapter. Review the key words. Use the review 
questions to check your child’s understanding.

 Invite your child to complete the activity 
on page 3 of the chapter 5 activity booklet. 
 Answers: 1. Jesus, 2. friend, 3. love, 4. good

Go! (10 minutes)

 Invite your child to share one thing he or 
she learned from today’s lesson.

 Choose one of the Family Activities on  
page 4 of the chapter 5 activity booklet  
to complete together during the next week.

 Ask your child to find the sticker sheet and 
the Seek and Find sheet in the folder. Tell 
your child to place the chapter 5 sticker in the 
 correct location on the Seek and Find sheet.

 Conclude by praying the prayer on page 4 
of the chapter 5 activity booklet.

Lesson Goals
• to recall the importance of gratitude

• to define prayer and identify different ways we 
can pray

• to identify the Mass as the greatest prayer of 
thanksgiving

Parent Preview
• Review the Featured Story on page 1866  

of The Catholic Children’s Bible  
(Colossians 3:15–17).

• Read the Background Reflection on page 4  
of the chapter 5 activity booklet.

• Review this home guide chapter.

 Discover!
Finding  Faith in Life

 Discover!
Finding  Faith in Life
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Key Words

gratitude  Feeling of being thankful or 
grateful.

prayer  A special way we can talk to and 
share with God.

Review

1. Do we pray to God out loud or in our mind?

2. Where can we pray to God?

3. What are some different ways we can pray to   
 God?

4. At Mass, what gift do we especially thank God for?

Turn this page upside down to check your answers!

Many families talk about their day as they eat dinner. 
You might talk about what you learned at school, or 
what a classmate did on the playground. Your parents 
might mention a project at work. Your brother or sister 
might share some nice words (“Good job!”) from a 
teacher. 

Talking to God is like talking with family—but it 
is so much more. Prayer is the special way we talk 
to God. He made us and knows everything about 
us, and he doesn’t need us to say a word. But he still 
wants us to share our thoughts and feelings with him 
so we can feel close to him.

When we talk as a family, we say words out loud. 
But when we talk to God, we can say words out loud, 

or we can talk to him in the quiet of our minds. We 
don’t need to be in a special place, either. We can 
pray anywhere, in any way.

We offer different kinds of prayers to God. We 
can ask God to help us, or ask him to help someone 
else. We can thank God for everything he gives us 
and does for us. We can just rejoice in God! We can 
express our joy in just how amazing he is! 

We pray in all these ways during Mass—out 
loud, in our minds, and even while singing. Mass is 
the  greatest prayer of thanksgiving we offer to God, 
especially for the gift of Jesus. The next time you go  
to Mass, share your gratitude: “Thank you, God!”

We Know and Live Our Faith

The following articles and activities in the We Know 
and Live Our Faith resource correspond to the concepts 
introduced in this lesson:

• “Prayer Is Talking to God” + activity, pages 48–49

• “We Pray Together” + activity, pages 52–53

If you have additional time, read the selections 
 together, and invite your child to complete the activity.

Thank You, God!

Answers: 1. Both! 2. Anywhere. 3. Ask God to help  
ourselves or others, thank God, and rejoice in God. 
4. Jesus


